
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome 
here, we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it 
is the recognition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing 
Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those 

Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the 
sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  

Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 
desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Pastor:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT - March 19, 2023

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries!  The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations.  Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Mar 12, 2023

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON
Mar 19 - Youth Stations of the Cross after the 11am Mass   
                in Parsons
Mar 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Thomas
Mar 23 - Holy Hour of Reparation at 4pm in Thomas
Mar 26 - Holy Hour of Reparation after the 11am Mass in   
                Parsons

St. Thomas:  $2,401.58
Priests’ Health & Retirement:  $343.75

Attendance:  5pm - 51; 9am - 48

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,025.00
Priests’ Health & Retirement:  $205.00

Attendance: 11am - 44

REFLECTIONS OF THE ROSARY DURING LENT

A LENTEN SACRIFICE

HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION

YOUTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS

During Lent, the Knights of Columbus suggest one of 
these sacrifices: 
     1) 40 Cans of Food for the Food Pantry (or)
     2) a Monetary donation, (suggested donation: $1 per day/

$40 for Lent.  Money can be dropped in the collection 
baskets in an envelope marked “Food Pantry”).

Reflections will be offered on the mysteries of the 
Rosary.  These simple reflections are intended to help 
the mysteries come to life for those who pray our Lady’s 
Rosary, and to bring to light the messages contained in 
these mysteries.  The series will continue with class on 
Monday, March 20 at Our Lady of Mercy and on 
Thursday, March 23 at St. Thomas Aquinas.  All are 
welcome.

LENT SCHEDULE 

ADORATION & 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Wednesdays in Parsons  
Adoration will be offered at 
4:00pm followed by Mass at 
5:00pm and Stations of the 
Cross at 5:30pm.

Fridays in Thomas
Adoration will be offered at 
4:00pm followed by Mass at 
5:00pm and Stations of the 
Cross at 5:30pm.

We will have children’s Stations of the Cross following 
the 11am Mass in Parsons today, March 19th.  All are 
welcome to attend.  Lunch will be provided.

EASTER FLOWERS
Envelopes are located in the back of the church for 
those of you who would like to make a donation to the 
Easter Flower Fund in memory of loved ones.

During this month of March, the Holy Hours of 
Reparation will be held on Thursday, March 23 at 4pm 
in Thomas and next Sunday, March 26 after the 11am 
Mass in Parsons.

HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
The old Latin Mass (Tridentine Mass) will be 
celebrated in Parsons for the Feast of Saint Joseph on 
Monday, March 20th at 5:30pm.  Following this Mass 
will be simple reflections on the Luminous Mysteries 
of the Rosary given to us by Pope Saint John Paul II.



Glorious Saint Joseph, Interceded for Us!
by Father Smay

     Today, March 19 would ordinarily be the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  But because today is a Sunday in Lent, his feast day is transferred to tomorrow.  Tomorrow 
we will have the regular 7:30am Mass in Thomas and also the old Latin Mass in Parsons at 5:30pm; 
the readings will be in English as usual.
     Most Saints are people who we may or may not have a special devotion to.  Perhaps we are 
devoted to certain Saints because of their patronage of a specific thing (Saints Cosmas and Damian 
are the patron saints of pharmacists; Saint Joseph of Cupertino is the patron Saint of flying; Saint 
Roch is the patron Saint of dog lovers) or because their story resonates with us.  But Saint Joseph, 
like his spouse the Blessed Virgin Mary, is exceptional in that his patronage extends to all.  In fact, 
Saint Joseph is the patron Saint of the Catholic Church.  His power as an intercessor is immense.
     I mentioned three Sundays ago in this space that if in my absence from this parish there was a 
sacramental emergency to call my cell phone but that I had already completed “a novena to Saint 
Joseph for the intention that there not be any such emergencies while I” was away.  This is the 
second time that I have done such a novena and the glorious Saint Joseph obtained the grace for me.  
I have found that his intercession is quite powerful and I am not alone in this.  I have a friend who 
put me on to Saint Joseph’s help as he utilized the novena to clear up a handful of situations that he 
was dealing with.  And his experience was most positive: every time he did a novena to Saint 
Joseph to take care of a particular problem, suddenly the whole thing would evaporate and the 
problem would be solved (the novena can be found on the EWTN website).
     There are a number of reasons for Saint Joseph’s power.  It is piously believed that he is the 
second highest Saint in heaven, second only to the Blessed Virgin Mary (the only other contender 
for this slot, as far as I can tell, is Saint John the Baptist).  Based on the witness of Scripture, Saint 
Joseph was a man of intense silence (not a single word of his is recorded in Holy Writ) and he was 
“a righteous man,” of the highest virtue.  Many of the same principles that we apply to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary can be applied to Saint Joseph.
     Saint Joseph was the foster-father of Jesus.  Just as Jesus chose His mother and created the most 
perfect mother, it follows that He also chose who His foster-father would be.  While Saint Joseph 
was not the biological father of Jesus, still Saint Joseph had adopted Jesus and, as such, he had the 
very same rights and responsibilities toward Jesus as a biological father; and, conversely, Jesus had 
the very same rights and obligations towards His foster-father, Saint Joseph, as a biological son 
does to his father; or as Saint Luke tells us, Jesus “was obedient” to Saint Joseph and His Mother.
     Not only did Jesus render fully the love and devotion of a son to Saint Joseph, but also as Mary’s 
true husband, so too did Mary show every bit of deference and devotion to Saint Joseph that is just 
for a wife to show her husband!  And it is without a doubt that Saint Joseph’s love, respect, and 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary was second only to that of our Lord.  How sweet it must have 
been to live in the home of the Holy Family in those 30 quiet years in Nazareth!  It is a good subject 
for our own prayer to imagine those 30 “silent” years in Nazareth, to imagine the home of the Holy 
Family in which charity reigned supreme, in which all things, no matter how big or small, were 
done for love of God.
     As though Saint Joseph’s power as demonstrated above is not a sufficient motive to cultivate 
devotion to him, he is also the patron Saint of a happy death (i.e. a death in God’s good grace).  This 
stems from that fact that, sometime after our Lord was 12 and before He was 30, Saint Joseph died, 
surrounded by Jesus and Mary.  Would that all of us were to die in the grace of being surrounded 
by Jesus and Mary!



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
To make a contribution, use a visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30am - 9:00am
every Wednesday

in Parsons
 4:00 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction
Every First 

Friday
Next: 

May 5th
4:00 - 5:00pm 

Services

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:
Mary Johnson, Joyce Arnold, 

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Sharon Martin 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, 
Sarah Nickel, Paul Wojtkowski, Dan Ingram, 

Emily Lambruno & Bob Metzger

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance with 
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, 
to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe 
Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional 
information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 20
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary (sol)
7:30am (T) Fr. John Ledford
5:30pm (P) Brother Rober Wheeler † (old Latin Mass)

Tuesday, Mar 21
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jennifer Lanthaler †

Wednesday, Mar 22
Lenten Weekday
4:00pm (P) ADORATION
5:00pm (P) Nathan Manos
5:30pm (P) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Thursday, Mar 23
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop (commemoration)
4:00pm (T) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION
5:00pm (T) Persecuted & Tortured Christians Worldwide

Friday, Mar 24
Lenten Weekday ~ Abstinence
4:00pm (T) ADORATION
5:00pm (T) Carole Smay
5:30pm (T) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Saturday, Mar 25
The Annunciation of the Lord (sol)
9:00am (P) Alma Przybysz †
5:00pm (T) John Lawrence † (ANTICIPATED)

Sunday, Mar 26
Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:00am (T) Patty Sagace Helmick † 
11:00am (P) People of the Parish
12 noon (P) HOLY HOUR OF REPARATION

One day before her Holy Hour, Jesus showed 
Blessed Dina Belanger a multitude of souls 
on the precipice of hell.  After her Holy 
Hour, Jesus showed the same souls in the 
hands of God.  He told her that through Holy 
Hours of prayer a multitude of souls go to 
Heaven who otherwise would have gone to 
hell as one person can make up for what is 
lacking in the lives of others by winning 
precious efficacious graces for their 
salvation.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourth Week of Lent


